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3Y THE PRESIDE~IT O? THE FHILIPPINES

PROCLA!-~ATIO!~ NO. 956

DECLARING 1997
YEAR AND I

CELEBRATION

AS THE PHILIPPINE ASTRONOMYCONSTITUTING 
A NATIONA~ COMMIT~EE

CENTENNIAL

FOR ITS

WHEREAS, :he year 1997 marks the centenary of the
fo~ndation of the Pr1ilippine Astronomical Service which has
its humble beginnings in the Manila Observatory established
by the Jesuit Fathers by a Royal Decree on April 28, 1884;

WHEREAS, during the century of its exis~ence, the
Manila Observatory has rendered inval.~able service to the
country particularly meteorological, se.ismological, as we:l
as astronomical service which started as early as 1897;

WHERE~S, there is a neec to recognize t~e significant
contributior; an1 comi,i tment to the development of astronomy
by founding Jesuits and Filipino Astronomers who have 1is-
tinguishec themselves iri the meteorological worldi

WHEREAS, it is imperative to enhance public consci,Qus-
ness of all the efforts undertaken by the government to
improve and develop astronomical services throughout thecountry;

NOW~. THEREFORE, I, FIDEL V. RAMOS, President of the
Philippines, by virtue of the powers vested in me by law, do
hereby declare the year 1997 as the Philippine Astronomy
Centennial Year and establish a National Astronomy Centen-
nial 'Committee composed of the Department of Science and
Technology with PAGASA as the lead/chair agency, the Depart-
ment of Education, Culture and Sports with National Museum-as 

vice chair, the Philippine Information Agency, and the
Manila Observato(y; ..i I.

..~' .~
The governntent' agencies mentioned are hereby directed

to lead and oversee the conduct of activities and programs
whj.ch will ensure the accomplishment of the objectives of
this proclamation;

The Committee may call on other~departments, agencies,
bureaus or offices, including government-owned and con-
trolled corporations and non-government organizations for
assistance in the im~~ementation of various activii,~s re-
lated thereto. \ ¥



Declaring 1997 a::; -:he Philippine
Astronomy Centennial Year and
Constituting a National Committee
for its celebration

x '- x

2

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and
caused the seal of the Republic of the Philippines to beaffixed.

Done in the City of Manila, this 3rd day of February
in the year of Our Lord, nineteen hundred and ninety seven.
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